Fratelli Alinari profile:

Established in Florence in 1852, Fratelli Alinari is the world oldest firm operating in the field of photography, that is in the fundamental sector of images and communication. 

The history of Alinari coincides with the very history of photography: the activity of the dynasty of Alinari photographers is at the heart of the huge photographic heritage housed in the present Alinari Archives. 

Alinari is today the leader in traditional and multimedia photographic publishing and is a synonym for the highest quality in the production of artistic prints.

Alinari represents an irreplaceable landmark for preserving, cataloguing, making known and handing down, through photography, Italian and European history, society, art and culture. The unique heritage of the Alinari collections gives life to one of the biggest international centers of photographic and iconographic documentation with over 3.5 million vintage images from the 19the and 20the century from all over the world. Today Alinari is a modern reality operating in the wider field of image and communication: a brand name which guarantees an age-old fund of experience combined with state-of-the-art technological skills. Shortly over 180.000 images will be online!

Alinari has taken part of several EC projects like: Aquarelle, Victor, Rama, Imprimatur, Artline and Migrator 2000. Alinari main focus on those EC projects has been to provide the data content for the Consortiums as well as providing feedback and acting as beta tester during the online trials. 

Alinari main focus on EC projects has been:

Watermarking and IP rights, cultural heritage matters, content provider, high speed communication, security and user authentication, ecommerce solution, data compression, picture retrival/pattern recognition.

The main areas of activities of Alinari are:

· Photographic Archive

· Museum of History of Photography

· Photographv Editor and Publisher

· Fine Art Printer

· Conservation and restoration laboratory

· Multimedia Dept.

· Watermarking and Intellectual Property Rights 

