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The Museum:

The municipal museum of the Flemish city of Mechlin is a museum for history and art. The collection, which contains a great variety of objects (from the early Gallo-Roman time till now), was built out during the last two centuries. 

The museum has two main objectives. Firstly the traditional care: to collect, preserve, restore, investigate and display objects which can inform the present generation about the social, institutional, artistic, economical, religious, juridical and military history of the city. Secondly the more recent trends, joining in with libraries and cultural centres: the development of public action, the high scientific study of the objects and the dynamic functioning in the municipal society.

Being a municipal museum, it has a very specific task. The objects have to be historically and artistically situated in their municipal context, within the rough town-life. The past is made actual by an active participation to the cultural actuality of the present town. 

To realise these objectives, the management works very hard on the expansion of the museum and the collection. The development of a museum-axis through the old town centre is the new challenge. Four locations are in scaffolding: 1. The old town gate, Museum Brusselpoort, where the archaeological collection is placed; 2. the former aldermen's house,  Museum Schepenhuis, where the 15th and 16th century objects  find a place; 3. Museum Hof van Busleyden, the heart of the axis where the public working and the research is concentrated and the modern history of the town  is displayed; 4. museum of modern and applied art in the old brewery Lamot. 

By visiting the four museums, the history of the town in all his aspects, being very typical for the Northern and Southern Netherlands , can be discovered and gone through.

Joining in with this development, the museum management started  a project to disclose the eight historical churches of Mechlin, each with a very rich and special collection of paintings and sculptures.  

Exhibitions  and catalogues of the last four years:

1997:
- Faydherbe ’97 : special exhibition on the baroque sculptor Lucas Faydherbe

1998:
- 800 jaar gasthuis: special exhibition on the very rich collection of the Mechlin hospital-nuns and social welfare offices (OCMW) 

- Van brigand tot held. Franse revolutie en boerenkrijg. Exhibition about the influence of the French Revolution in the Austrian Netherlands

1999:
- Tijdgenoten van Van Dijck:  Exhibition about the contemporaries of Anthony Van Dijck

2000:
- Het Mechelse Meubel 1500-2000: Exhibition about the Mechlin’s furniture industry, from wood carving to design.

Key persons:

Heidi De Nijn, historian, director-curator


Studied history at the Universities of Antwerp and Ghent. 

1987- 1996: assistant at the archives of Mechlin

1997: curator of the municipal museum 

1999: director of the municipal museum 

Specialisation: Mechlin history of the 18th and 19th century with many publications




 Decorative art  of the 16th-18th century

Frank Huygens, art-historian, curator


Studied history of art at the university of Leuven. 

1992-1997 : assistant at the university of Leuven 

1998: assistant municipal museum

1999: curator at the municipal museum

Specialisation: - 17th century Dutch paintings 

-  Dutch Tapestry (16th-20th century).

Lieve Lettany, archaeologist , church-co-ordinate

Lieve Lettany took her degree of Licentiate in History of Art and Archaeology at the University of Brussels. She has a proper experience in organising educational projects while she was teaching history and Dutch during several years. During the period of ‘Antwerp ’93, Cultural Capital of Europe’, she was responsible for the organisation and co-ordination of cultural-historical guided visits through all historical and art-historical exhibitions in the town and for the training of the guides. For the Department Art and Patrimony of the province op Antwerp, she started up an inventory-project to locate all archaeological sites in the province of Antwerp in co-operation with the GIS-department of the province.

At this moment she is co-ordinator of the project ‘Torens aan de Dijle (= Towers at the river Dyle)’ to unseal the historical churches in the centre of Mechlin. By this project the rich and almost unknown contents of the churches will be exposed and explained to the public.

