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Task Brief

	WP Number and Title
	 WP 1
	Analysis of the State of the Art and Development of Concepts

	Task Number and Title
	T 1.4
	Development of the System Specifications:

	Sub-Task Number and Title
	T 1.4.1
	Node-1: Portal

	Task Leader and Contact
	MOT
	roberto.cicci@motorola.com

	Deliverable Number and Title
	D2
	Report: “The REGNET – System: Specification and State of the Art”

	Interm. Report Number and Title
	IR 1.4.1
	REGNET Node-1: Portal (2001-06-30)

	Start Date:
	 2001.05.02
	End Date:
	2001.09.30

	01
	2001-05-11
	First Version

	02
	2001-05-31
	Revised commitment table and contacts

	03
	2001-07-13
	Added some sections, conforming to quality guidelines.

	04
	2001-08-06
	Formatted in the new template

	Task & team objectives:
· Objectives: 
· Identify requirements from WorkArea A regarding REGNET portal

· Add technical requirements and review the requirement document with content providers partners

· Define functional architecture of regnet demonstrator, according to the overall picture of task 1.4

· Define technical architecture of regnet demonstrator, according to the overall picture of task 1.4

· Define system architecture of regnet demonstrator, according to the overall picture of task 1.4

· Integrate the specifications into Deliverable D2.

· Milestones:
· At July (year 1) technical meeting, the functional architecture, and main interfaces between portal and external resources (inside and outside the system), and between portal sub-modules, shall be identified.

· At September (year 1) technical meeting, the portal shall undergo QUALITY GATE, and resulted actions shall be scheduled within IR deadline.
· Specific Deliveries and output:

· The resulting specifications produced in these activities, will fit the opportune sections of deliverable D2, and during the developing time, of IR 1.4.

	Description of Work: 

· Detailed Schedule: see T1.4

· Critical Path: see T1.4
· Configuration Items: 

· Task briefs 1.4.1 and 1.4.1.x shall undego configuration management.

· The contributes for 1.4.1 anr 1.4.1.x shall undego configuration management.

· Above mentioned items are not subject of CCB procedure until the delivery of D2.

· Quality Gates: see T1.4
A clear picture of the architecture of the Portal node is not possible yet, since it must be a coherent section of the whole REGNET architecture, still in progress.Nevertheless, a proposal of a very high-level functional architecture is provided below, to be the base of further discussions related to Portal development and system integration.

In order to maximize the flexibility of the portal elements, and to optimise the development effort, a functional design which avoids each main sub-system carries out the same category of functions (e.g. business logic, interface logic, security logic…) should be identified. From this concept comes the idea to isolate business functions specific for Data Generation, Search System, and E-Business respectively in each sub-system, and to take out, as Portal services, all the tasks that can serve indifferently the sub-systems.
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From this scheme derives the sub-system have two boundaries: one towards the other REGNET nodes, and another with the other Portal layers.

This approach is open to the easy integration of new services, as new blocks that perform the particular business logic with the ability to get services both from the distributed REGNET world, and from the Portal that guest them.The Portal is constituted by different classes of elements: services, profiles, stylesheets, graphical items… All of them could be stored in data and metadata repositories of REGNET system. Therefore, at the user request, a flow of information could be transferred through the proper sub-system, to identify the service characteristics, the needed information, the elements of the user interface, and so on. Part of this information is managed by the sub-system itself, the other is dedicated to common Portal functions. Adding a new service to REGNET may implies to increase (if needed) the repositories with new elements, and build the proper sub-system. Common Portal layers should be the same.

Other issues, typical of a good architecture, could be addressed with the right choices in developing the sub-systems and the common layers.

	Description of Component: REGNET-Portal (node-1)
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The ‘REGNET-Portal node’ consists of three components (subsystems), enabling access to following system functions:

· Data Generation (Subsystem-4)

· Search system (Subsystem-5)

· E-Business (Subsystem-6)

See: Attachments of the Technical Annex (Page A-51 to A-56).

	Methodology: 

· UML use cases ar requirements

· identification of main modules and external entities

· functional interfaces between modules, and between portal and external entities (XML based)

· implementation of the interfaces with a technology that supports modules realized in several technologies

· Risks: 

· Integration of modules developed with different technologies. Interface must be technology independent, based on XML where applicable, and assessed between development teams at early stages.
· Dependencies:

· The portal as a whole interacts with all REGNET’s nodes.

· The approach confines most of those interactions between portal sub-modules (1.4.1.1-3) and the rest of the system

· The portal shares User Profile management with Ontology node

· Goals: This task inherits all the goals of task 1.4. Moreover, it is worthwhile to emphasize:

· usability – GUI must be simple and intuitive, and easy to use according to terminal capabilities

· security – the system must assure non-occurrence of unhautorized disclosure of information, and non-occurrence of improper alterations of information

· maintainability – despite of the distributed nature of the system, maintenance must impact as far as possible central components

· evolvability – portal extensions shall be added with minimal impact on pre-existent functionalities and regional nodes organization

· duplication effort – all common tasks within portal sub-modules must be “raised” to generic layers of portal

	Partner
	PM
	Contact (email)
	Obligation

	1. AIT
	1
	kochw@ait.co.at
	Search Sub-System

Definition of interfaces B, BB

	2. IMAC
	1
	grossmann@imac.de
	Portal Layer services (shopping cart, security,…)

	3. MOT
	6
	roberto.cicci@motorola.com
	Baseline for this chapter of Interim Report IR 1.4.1

Task Management and Contribution to IR 1.4.1

Graphical User Interfaces, End User devices

	4. SPAC
	1
	paolo.alongi@spacespa.it
	Data Generation Sub-System

Definition of interfaces A, AA

	5. VALT
	2
	jean-pierre.Lorre@toulouse.valtech.fr
	E-Business Sub-System

Definition of interfaces C, CC

B2b, communication interfaces, business process representation

	6. ZEUS
	1
	kgiotop@zeusnet.gr
	E-Business Sub-System

Definition of interfaces C, CC 

Catalogue Access, communication with eb-data-module

	Total Effort
	12
	Comment
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