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Until now TARX has been primarily involved in the content preparation/contribution with a special emphasis on the thematic approach. Key players at the content side expect a lot from this thematic approach and other added value expressed in the requirements (multilevel, multilingual, personalised output). Topic maps and XML seem to convene very well to realise all those things. Therefore it is of the utmost importance (and urgency) to test and validate one and another through real REGNET examples. 

IMAC and TARX delivered already some topic maps about the themes HABSBURG and SAINTS.

AIT and IMAC did some topic map import and display tests with Ontopia and Empolis k42.

SI and CERT did some tests with dbXML/topic maps

MECH and TARX  (with remarks of IMAC and MUS incorporated) produced SAINTS-DOMAIN, sent also to the technical partners and containing a first set of relevant and real REGNET data.

Recently TARX tested the API of Empolis k42 under the following configuration:

W2000

JAVA 2 Runtime Environment

TOMCAT 3.2.3 servlet container

EMPOLIS k42 1.1 topic map engine, demo version

JBuilder 5 development tool

k42 client in JAVA: reading topics out of the SAINTS Topic map and displaying them

The results were convincing (although one crash situation occurred)

One problem with k42 is the huge price they are charging (but I have the impression they will lower the price in our case but will this be affordable?).

Therefore it should be good that some partners, involved in Ontology, XML-databases and Publishing should test also other topic map engines such as Ontopia (much cheaper, but same functionality?) and TM4J (free, but stable enough?) or others. 

Important things to test are for instance:

· creation of topic maps

· import and export of topic maps

· add, delete, change topics, associations, occurrences

· show all occurrences of a topic

· show all topics related to an occurrence

· show all associated topics of a topic

· stability of the engine

· throughput of the engine

· etc.

We should also bear in mind the overall XML-structure of all information resources and the links between them. Thematic texts can contain references towards object images, a set of object images and even a query. The appropriate XML solutions should be defined.

We recommend to consult the document SAINTS-DOMAIN which contains all necessary items to test topic maps and XML databases with real REGNET content. If you have questions about this document or if you need more examples, you can contact TARX and/or IMAC.

The outcome of the above mentioned tests should lead towards a decision on the topic map engine (unless somebody has an own solution) and the XML database.

The task leader should perhaps start also a forum on this issue taking previous e-mails and this one as starting points.

By the way, in the Ontology Task brief, TARX is not included as participating partner whereas on the latest assignment of tasks as worked out by Walter in excel, it is. At the next task brief update, a revision should be applied.

