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Introduction

After a quick inventory and short description of the draft documents prepared by the respective persons of every partner present at the meeting, the following sequence was decided:

- The constituting topics in the case of gilt leather with practical content examples, by Stedelijke Musea Mechelen (MECH).

- A first approach of the required structure to be taken into account in setting up thematic publications, by Museon Den Haag (MUS).

- Proposal of a lay out for 3 datasets to be defined within REGNET: museum objects, thematic publications and selling catalogues, by TARX.

1 Topics in the case of gilt leather with practical content examples
MECH put the theme “gilt leather” forward as one of the first valid candidates for a common theme within REGNET. The European dimension of this theme seems to be rather high: until now, evidences were found in Spain, Italy, the Southern and Northern Netherlands, France, Germany, Poland and Russia. At this moment the restoration of the gilt leather collection of the museums of Mechelen is being finalised and this could represent a good “momentum” for this domain. An exhaustive enumeration of the intervening topics in the gilt leather domain was given: history, production issues, former production centers, styles, use, terminology, collections, restoration, fabrication today and publications. Further categorising of these topics was already worked out with practical examples of which some contained already detailed specific content. The problem was posed of the exact name of the theme: “gilt leather” or “gilt leather” (to be checked).

2 Structures for setting up thematic publications 
The draft of MUS concerned the general philosophy or the starting point and the structure, with a worked out example of the theme “leather”, for the deployment of common themes within the project. Important issues relevant to the approach to be followed are: search of objects through a certain context, focus on accessibility for a general and a scientific public, intelligent cross-referencing, modular structure, guided and interactive information retrieval, “personalising or regionalising”, etc.  This should result in an adherence to a structure whereby every theme should be briefly described and the envisaged information can evolve from  “A-texts” over “B-texts” to “C-texts”, respectively covering the theme or sub-theme in more detail than the previous one. Further detailed information should be obtained from the specific collection system of the museums. A short description of the topics “leather”, “gods and saints” and “measuring” was also presented.

3 Dataset lay-out for several data structures

TARX’s approach was basically focused on technical issues. Three datasets were worked out, describing the fieldnames and field-content with their access level for respectively the museum objects, the thematic publications, both for digital consultation and delivery (download) and the selling catalogues for digital ordering and physical delivery. The different access levels correspond with issues such as: WAP-WML-XML, desktop or mobile, payable or free of charge, etc. The proposed fields consist of three types. Type 1 fields are retrieved from the existing collection management systems (such as title, maker, …) whereas type 2 and 3 fields serve for respectively navigation (link with higher level or related information)  and e-business purposes (copyright, price, …). An example for gilt leather was worked out taken into account aspects such as session, context, theme and presentation (e.g. language).

4 Visit of the museums of Mechelen

Two of the museums of Mechelen were visited: “Museum Schepenhuis” (former aldermen’s house) and “Museum Brusselpoort” (old town gate to Brussels). In Museum Brusselpoort the archeological findings in and around Mechelen are presented, whereas in Museum Schepenhuis the 15th and 16th century objects have found their place. The walk between the museums gave also an impression of the social life and architecture of the city.

5 Conclusion and actions list

All partners agreed on the high level of common understanding and approach of the topics to be treated in the REGNET-project. As already mentioned higher and at other locations, these drafts are aimed to be one of the inputs (at the kick-off meeting) that can serve as guidance to obtain more elaborated solutions for the REGNET-objectives. 

No.
Action
Task
Responsible
Date

PTGM-00-02/AL01
Study of the drafts of the two other partners and eventually add and send some comments 

MECH, MUS, TARX
2000-12-20

PTGM-00-02/AL02
Finalise and send the own draft, in English, to the other partners. 

MECH, MUS, TARX
2001-01-10

PTGM-00-02/AL03
Consolidation of the drafts

TARX
2001-01-12
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