Comments about topic map APIs

	
	K42 – API
	TM4J – API (open source)

	allows to
	· work with topic maps as JAVA-objects

· create topic maps

· edit topic maps (new topics, associations, ...)

· work with full XTM syntax

· read / write XTM
	· work with topic maps as JAVA-objects

· create topic maps

· edit topic maps (new topics, associations, ...)

· work with full XTM syntax

· merge topic maps

· read / write XTM

	structure
	· clear structure

· all XTM tags were mapped to interfaces (OO-structure)

· uses only interfaces

· the implementation is more hidden, which simplifies orientation, but complicates possible adaptations
	· clear structure

· all XTM tags were mapped to interfaces (OO-structure)

· divides interfaces and classes for implementation

	documentation
	· complete JAVA-DOC for the API with clear and short explanations in the main interfaces, but less good descriptions of other packages

· additional HTML guides for explanation of TMV building, TMQL usage and overview for programmers (instructive and advertising style)

· class and sequence diagrams in UML-notation are missing
	· complete JAVA-DOC for the API with clear and short explanations in the main interfaces, but less good descriptions in other classes

· programmers guide to the API (technical short description but clear to understand)

· class and sequence diagrams in UML-notation are missing

	extensions
	· TMQL a simple topic map query language

· TMV classes for simplifying the building of topic map views should be available (but not included in this API) 
	


